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ANDY CERVEN TO RETIRE FROM NRCS AFTER 35YEARS IN COLES COUNTY

June 3 js going to be my last day as District Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service serving
Coles County. | have had that position for over 35 years as | started on April 14, 1975.

During this time | have had the privilege in working with two and even three generations of family farmers in Coles

County. It has been a joy to see the new generations using the land ethic their father and grandfather taught them to pro-

tect and use the land wisely to provide a sustainable resource in Coles County agriculture. Farms have gotten bigger, ma-
chinery more complicated, government regulations more restrictive, and government programs more detailed and time con-
suming. Coles County farmers and landowners have moved from the fall moldboard plowing and herrigating to No -Till soy-
beans and strip till corn. Leaving more residues in the fall and even after spring planting has been a challenge that Coles
County farmers have accepted and reduced erosion and sedimentation in the process over these 35 years. In addition farms

in Coles County have installed over 1.3 million feet of parallel tile outlet terraces to control water moving across the farm-

land and storing in basins and releasing over a 24 hour period. Landowners and operators in the county have been very
receptive to taking care of the land and maintaining a resource for future generations to produce food and fiber.

When | first came to the county farmers were encouraged by Sec. of Ag. Earl Butts to farm fence row to fence row to provide

all the grain we could possibly produce. Odd areas, idle ground, and fence rows were removed to farm more land. Wildlife

cover was destroyed for the benefit of more cropland. In doing so some of this marginal productive land was farmed and
produced more erosion than bushels of grain. The circle has come around in recent years so that we now have programs to
replace the vegetation that was destroyed in the 70686s anda
with set -aside programs to put this marginal and erosive land back into permanent cover. Wildlife numbers have increased
again and erosion is being filtered by additional acres of cover on the land.

I have had the privilege of working with the Coles County Soil and Water Conservation District all these years which has
been the spoke person for conservation and wise land use. Gale Baker was board chairman when | came and he along with
many other dedicated directors over these years have continued to direct the conservation effort in the county to be a leader
in the state. Rollie Spaniol, Don Mapes, Jim Bell, William Strader, Jim Grant, Earl Bumpus, Robert Houk, and Gary Cof-
fey, have each served more than 10 years on the board while | have been District Conservationist. | have also been privi-
leged to work with some of the most qualified district and federal employees including Freda Donnell Christen, Ray Seeley,
Mary -Nance Miller, Lyle Wetzel and Nancy Pals who have each worked more than 12 years.

I have enjoyed working with Coles County Board in getting the soil survey completed and updated in the county. This data
is important in looking at our most important resource in the county -our soil - and help understand what the limitations to
its use are. | have also enjoyed working with the cities and county along with other planning groups to identify what is the
best way to change land use from agriculture to more intensive uses and how those uses cause other resource problems.

Andy Cerven

Pl ease join us in cel ebAn®pen Hoyse wih ke heddsat the
field office on June 4th from 12:3064:30pm. There will also be a dinner at St. Charles
Borromeo Parish Hall, 9th & Madison in Charleston on the 4th from-B:80pm. Please
RSVP for the dinner to karla.shaffner@il.usda.gov or (217)3M8.,Ext102
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APRIL & MAY WERE BUSY MONTHS FOR
THE SWCD EDUCATION PROGRAM!

Sponsor of the Month

Envirothon: SCHILLING BROS,. INC.
Three teams from Coles County competed at the Land Use Council 7 annual

Envirothon. The team from Oakland High School finished in first place from Highway 45 South

Coles County, first place on the Wildlife portion, and third place overall out of Mattoon

the 18 teams in the completion. Oakland team members included: Austin 217-234-6478
Locke, Stefanie Borntreger, Jesse Clifton, Nic Turner, Skyler Knox, & coach

Greta Henry. Two teams from Charleston High School also competed. Charles-
ton team members included: James Melton, Tyler Gray, Anthony Gienko, Brent
Pedigo, Adam Held, Nathan Fritz, Alethe Vassay, Rhydon Vassay, Rachel
Davis, Adam Phillips, & coaches Jan and Ron Easter. Great job teams!

Arbor Day with County 3rd graders:

The SWCD continued their tradition of providing white pine seedlings to county
3rd graders in celebration of Arbor Day. This year , Educational Liaison, Kris-
tin Yager, taught over 500 county students on the importance on the history of
Arbor Day and the importance of trees in their everyday lives. In addition to
the presentation, they also received white pine seedlings, a Tree Ag Mag, & in-
structions on planting and caring for their trees. The goal of the program is to
teach students the importance of Arbor Day and also to get students outside,
working in the soil taking responsibility for the care of their tree. Just think, ’
their could be over 500 new trees in Coles County thanks to our 3rd graders! Oakland Envirothon Team Members & Coach Greta Henry

Williams Outdoor Classroom Project:

On April 17th, Kristin Yager assisted the Green Team at Williams Elementary
School in Mattoon with the planning and planting of their new outdoor class-

Four additional trees from other donors were also planted. The SWCD plans on
continuing to assist with the on  -going project by helping to establish a prairie
plot and additional trees.

Conservation Field Days:

Conservation Field Days is a day -long, conservation themed field trip to Lincoln
Log Cabin sponsored by the SWCD. This year, nearly 400 4th graders from
Jefferson Elementary in Charleston, Lake Crest Elementary in Oakland, & Rid-
dle Elementary in Mattoon took part in Conservation Field Days where they
learned about water pollution, erosion, frogs, lllinois mammals, fish, soils,
worms, and the Sargent Farms & Lincoln Site at Lincoln Log Cabin. Many
thanks goes out to our volunteers and guest presenters: Craig Clendening
(SWCD Board Member), Greg Sherwood (ERMA), Paula Pogue (Master Natu-
ralist), Mike Mounce (IDNR), Troy Fehrenbacher (NRCS), Zach Weber (NRCS),
Darla Chouinard (SWCD Board Member), Marilyn Parsley (RSVP), & Sharon
Gannoway (RSVP).

Charleston #1 Envirothon Team Members

Charleston #2 Envirothon Team Members & coach Jan
Easter
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Kristin Yager helps Green Team Members prepare Williams Elementary Green Team Members in front of
holes for the donated trees the newly planted white pine
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room space. The SWCD donated a beautilful 60 white pine trle



