November/December 2009

Volume 49 Issue 6

Conservation News

Coles County Soil and Water Conservation District

Phone:

Fax:

6021 Development Drive , Suite 2
Charleston, IL 61920

217/345-3901 ext 3
217/345-9669

VERMICOMPOSTING: An Easy Step Towards
A Cleaner Earth

by Kristin Yager

Did you know that food scraps and paper waste, two types of items
that we usually describe as biodegradable, are not easily broken down in
landfills? Bacteria that would break down these items do not thrive in
the dry, low oxygen conditions of a landfill because the engineered lay-
ers in it must be sealed tight to prevent contamination of our groundwa-
ter. In fact, in studies where samples have been extracted from land-
fills, have found 40 year-old newspaper still intact and legible and whole
food items!

The recent closing of the landfill in Coles County reminds us that land-
fill space is hard to come by & that every attempt should be made to re-
duce the amount of trash that we produce. Recycling plastics, paper, &
metal items 1s a great step in the right direction, but what can be done

to reduce the amount of food wastes we produce?

The answer lies within a simple organism without bones, limbs, eyes,
or ears—the humble Red Worm (Eisenia foetida). Pre-made vermicom-
posting bins are available commercially, but it is very easy, much less
expensive, & much more fun to build your own bin. Start with a clean
plastic bin with a secure lid. A bin that is opaque in color is preferred
because the worms thrive in dark conditions. Drill small holes in the
sides and in the lid to allow for ventilation. Next, place a bedding mate-
rial (shredded newspaper, fallen leaves, & straw are good choices) in the
bin, filling the bin about half way. Then you are ready to add your
'worms! Red worms can be purchased from many sites online, at bait
i shops (be sure to purchase red worms & not night crawlers), or ask a
friend that already has an established bin. Starting with just a few
'hundred worms is sufficient; as they will double their population size
i about every 40 days if well cared for.

i

' Once the bin is set up & stocked with worms, it comes time to add “food’
 for the worms. Suitable foods include: fruits & vegetables (including

| peels & cores), coffee grounds and filters, tea bags, grains such as bread,
cracker and cereal (even if they are
stale or moldy), rinsed eggshells, leaves
& other yard wastes. Meat & dairy
products are not recommended. Over
time you will witness the transformation
of the foods into castings. The castings
can be harvested and mixed into garden
soil, pots & planting beds. If you start
your bin this fall or winter, you will cre-
ate an excellent, nutrient rich fertilizer
and soil conditioner to add to your gar-
dens in the spring!
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purchase, you will receive an IEPA approved barrel that comes complete with
overflow hose, downspout connector, and a screened lid. They can also be

painted to match existing exterior house colors. The barrels sell for $85.00 .
and would make a great Christmas gift! Call our office at 217/345-3901 ext 3 to place your order today

New Office Staff

The next time you stop in our office, you will notice some new faces. Connie Reedy has been hired as the
new Administrative Coordinator to replace Emily Gilmore, who has moved to Jerseyville as a result of her
husbands new job. Connie is a former NRCS State Office employee and previously worked as the AC for
Moultrie County SWCD. Her husband, Maynard, is the State Engineer for USDA/Rural Development in
Champaign. Their favorite past-time is camping and fishing, and spending as much time with their three

grandchildren as possible.

Also new to the Charleston NRCS office is Troy Fehrenbacher. Troy is a Soil Scientist with Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. He was formerly housed in the Charleston MLRA office. Troy and his wife
Sarah reside in Charleston with their three children. Stop by anytime and welcome our new staff.
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Have You Purchased Your Rain Barrel?

Then what are you waiting for! Here are just a few reasons to help you decide:
Did you know that rainwater can help improve the health of your gardens, lawn and trees? Rainwater is

“soft” and devoid of minerals, chlorine and other chemicals found in city

water

Collecting roof runoff in rain barrels helps prevent rainwater from run-
ning down your driveway into the lake or storm sewer—or seeping into
your basement

Rain barrels alleviate stressed water systems and conserve limited re-
sources

They help protect our lakes and rivers while we save money on water
bills

Rain barrel water can be used to water gardens, flowers, trees, indoor
plants, for washing pets, cars, garden tools, muddy boots, and in your
birdbaths and backyard ponds

The Coles County SWCD is selling Rain Barrels. With your Rain Barrel

THANKS!

The Coles County SWCD would Ilike to sfay Ot hankg¢
supported our programs in 2009. We also want to thank our advertisers for
their continued support. We look forward to a great 2010!

The Coles County SWCD offers all programs and services without regard to
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.
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WELCOME TO WEB SOIL SURVEY

The Web Soil Survey provides soil data and information produced by the
National Cooperative Soil Survey and can be accessed at
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx. There are
several ways to find the location you want to see. Look at the left hand
side of the screen. We are going to use State and County.

Click once on State and County

In dropdown box for state, click on arrow and select Illinois (or any
other county, for our purposes we are going to use Illinois)

In dropdown box for county, click on arrow and select the county you
want

Click the View button in the right corner above the State you se-
lected

Look at the right hand side of the screen.
You should see an aerial map for the county you selected.
This is called Area of Interest Interactive Map.

The legend of buttons you will be using is across the top of the map.

Click on the zoom in button in the upper left hand corner of the
map (plus sign with a handle)

Move the cursor over the area of the map you want, click and hold
the left mouse button and drag the cursor over the map

You can use the hand button to move the map around

To look at a specific site you will use the AOI button on top of map
Select the AOI button in the upper right hand corner of the map,

You place your cursor over a corner of the property, click once, move
to another corner, etc...when you have enclosed your property you

double click.

The computer will work for a little while and your outlined property
will show up with blue hash marks.

You will see a screen on the left side with the AOI identification,
fill in the name of the project.

On the top of the screen, click on the tab that says “Soil Map”.

The computer may take a little time to work, then a map will show
with the soils outlined and a breakdown per acre with a technical
description will show on the left hand side of the screen.

Just above the photograph is the Printable Version button. This
will print your map.

Click on View and it will generate the map ready to go to your
printer

Making soils information available on the web has been a major
achievement for NRCS and with the agency’s ongoing commitment
to make the process better and easier for the customer, the impor-
tant information can find its way into the hands of those making
natural resource decisions.
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Happy Holidays from the Coles County
Soil & Water Conservation District
and staff.

Stop by and get your free sticky calen-
dar for 2010.

Have you checked out our website?

Go to www.colescountyswcd.org

FOR SALE
BOOKS
Creating Habitats and Homes for Illinois Wildlife $30

Given a chance, wildlife make our lives richer. But, in turn, they need our help. This
book will give you a very practical look at what you can do on your property to attract and
benefit everything from blue-winged teal to butterflies. The goal is to give wildlife a
home.

Tallgrass Prairie Wildflowers
$25

This book is the ultimate field guide to wildflowers of the Midwestern tall grass prairie.
This valuable reference enables all prairie enthusiasts to quickly and accurately identify
hundreds of tallgrass prairie plants.

Central Region Seedling ID Guide for Native Prairie Plants $6

The goal of this guide is to help identify native plants at various stages of growth. Color
photos illustrate seed, seedling, juvenile and flowering stages in addition to distinguish-
ing characteristics. Brief text provides additional identification help.

Illinois Birds $5
Most illustrations show the adult male in breeding coloration.
Prairie in Your Pocket $5

Common and scientific names, blooming dates and heights for 114 easily seen Midwestern
species.

WATER TESTING

Home Water Analysis Kit
$30

Our comprehensive kit allows you to quickly and easily test for various contaminants




