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Elgin Daily

We extend our sympathy to the
family of former Coles County
SWCD director, Elgin Daily, who
passed away on March 4th, Elgin
served as director from 1964 until
1972 and was always actively in-
volved with conservation issues.
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Outstanding Conservation Farmer

Coles County SWCD selected Chris
Miller as the Outstanding Conservation
Farmer for the past year. Chris has
been farming in the Oakland area for
about 30 years.

He is now a dedicated conservation
farmer but that came a little later in his
farming program. He was finding that it
was costing a lot to get the crop in and
out and the price he was getting for the
crop was not high enough to give a good
profit margin. He had no control over
the grain prices, but he thought he could
cut a bit on the cost of putting in the
crop. He has now been using no-till on
beans for the past 15 years. He recently
began using strip-till on the corn. In ad-
dition to conservation farming practices,
Chris has set aside 40 acres in field bor-
der for wildlife habitat. He also planted
10 acres to trees along the river bottom.

Chris gives credit to his father, Max, and
his uncle, Fred, who encouraged him to
not be afraid of trying something new.
He says he farms the way he does be-
cause he wants to do the right thing for
the land.

Chris Miller is shown receiving the Coles
County Outstanding Conservation
Farmer of the Year award from SWCD
Director, Eric Coon.

From our Partners

Lincoln Heritage RC&D:
Electronic recycling on May 10 at Coles County
Fairgrounds (345-5650 for info) and on May 17
in Mattoon at 320 N Logan (258-7928 for info).

U of | Extension, Coles County:
They are partnering with Lake Land Summer
College for Kids to present 3 gardening/science
workshops this summer.

At the Coles County 4-H Center, there will be
“Insects—Friends or Foe?” on June 17 and
“Trees our Green Friends” on June 26. On
Lake Land’s campus, there will be “Trees-
Mother Nature’s Giants” on June 24.

All classes are for youth ages 8-11 and are held
from 9 am—noon. Registration is handled by
calling LLC at 234-5434.




Coles County Teams score well in six-county
Envirothon competition.

Members of the first-place Charleston High School
Envirothon team.
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Members of the fourth-place Oakland High School
Envirothon team.

Charleston High School posted the
highest overall score among 22 teams
at the six county Land Use Council 7
Envirothon competition. The winning
team members were Karen Arm-
strong, Jared Switzer, Alethe Vassay,
and Nathan Fritz. Their sponsor is
Mrs. Jan Easter. The teams studied
the areas of Aquatics, Solil, Forestry,
Wildlife, and a current issue for the
past several months and took exams
on each of these areas on Wednes-
day, April 9. Charleston had the top
scores on the Forestry, Aquatics, and
Wildlife tests.

A team from Paris High School posted
the second highest overall score and
will advance to the state competition
due to a requirement that the teams
consist of 5 members. Congratula-
tions to Charleston for obtaining such
success with only 4 teammates. Spe-
cial mention should go to the Oakland
High School team of Robert Schrock,
Ben McBurney, Jimmy Clifton, Ross
Rhoades, and Austin Locke for ob-
taining the highest score of all teams
(96 out of a possible 100!) on the cur-
rent issue test. Mrs. Greta Henry is
their sponsor.

The Envirothon is held each spring and
is a natural resource education pro-
gram sponsored by local Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Districts for high
school students. The Envirothon em-
phasizes hands-on, team oriented
problem-solving skills. The Envirothon
experience helps to teach students to
become environmentally aware, ac-
tion-oriented adults. This year’s con-
test was held at Rockhome Gardens in
Arcola; they generously donated the
use of their facility.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

JOHN DEERE

SCHILLING BROS., INC.

Highway 45 South —
Mattoon, IL

217/234-6478

Battery Specialists Free

Batteries - Starters - Alternators Testing
No Batteries too Big or Small
1519 Madison Ave
Charleston, IL
217.345.8658

309 N 15th
Mattoon, IL
217.258.8658

_FARM CREDIT SERVICES

OF ILLINOIS

We Understand

661 A Castle Dr.
Charleston, IL 61920

(217)345-3971

Scott A. Montgomery
Assistant Vice President
(800) 331-9824
Mobile (217) 259-6576
scott.montgomery@fcsillinois.com

FAX (217) 345-3905

RICHARD WILLIAMS

INSURANCE
Charleston, Illinois
345-4511

COLE FARM DRAINAGE
R. R. 1 — Humboldt, IL 61931

217/856-2220

Dennis
217/234-3896

Drainage Systems Designed
Terrace Tile Outlets Installed
Backhoe Work and Tile Repair

Chris Overton Excavating
Waterways, Terraces, Fence Rows
Free Estimates

Call 217-235-4738

PRO TRAN INC.
General Welding and Repair

Complete Tank and Trailer Repair
Fabrication of Stainless Steel Products

1671 Olive Ave.
Charleston, IL 61920

Pierre Chouinard
217/348-WELD (9353)
www.pro-tran.info

Fritts Fertilizer, Inc.

Complete Farm Service
Fertilizer, Limestone, Anhydrous Ammonia
All Farm Chemicals

217-234-2726
Mattoon, lllinois

For every glass bottle recycled, we save enough energy to light a 100 watt light bulb for

four hours.

Every year, Americans throw away enough office and writing paper to build a wall 12 feet

More Good Reasons to Recycle

high from New York to Los Angeles.




